THE AESTHETIC APPRECIATION OF WORKS OF ART 


What are some of the important ways in which the aes- 
thetic appreciation of works of art by Homo sapiens 

who are interested in and capable of regarding works 

of art as ends unto themselves and the creation of au- 
tonomous-aesthetic phenomena by Homo sapiens who are 
interested in and capable of bringing into existence 
autonomous-aesthetic phenomena are similar? Several 
important ways in which the creation of works of art 
and the aesthetic appreciation of works of art are 
similar come to mind: (l) both are exclusively present- 
tense activities in which only those Homo sapiens whose 
minds are conscious and analytical can engage (2) both 
are processes which require that Homo sapiens be in- 
terested in and capable of regarding his or her self 
simultaneously from a first-person perspective and 

from a third-person perspective (3) both are processes 
in which Homo sapiens would not be interested or 
capable of engaging if he were not a highly mutable 
sentient animal who is at the same time conscious of 
his own mutability (4) in both processes the autonomous- 
aesthetic phenomenon created/the autonomous-aesthetic 
phenomenon appreciated aesthetically can be re-created/ 
re-appreciated an infinite number of times by the Homo 
sapiens who is interested in and capable of so doing-- 
every artist as we have had occasion in an earlier essay 
to make clear creates only a single work of art in his 
entire creative life-time that is to say an artist who 
creates forty-six works of art in his creative life-time 
re-vises/re-creates as it were the same work of art 
forty-five times which means that given the fact that 
the cumulative life experience of Homo sapiens is at 
any point in his or her life unique as soon as a cre- 
ator of works of art brings into existence a work of 
art he or she can begin revising/recreating that work 
of art and so any potential creator of works of art can 
in the course of his or her life bring into existence 
an infinite number of works of art, similarly given the 
fact that the cumulative life experience of he or she 
who is interested in and capable of appreciating aes- 
thetically works of art is at any point in his or her 
life unique--as it is for all Homo sapiens whether or 
not they are interested in and capable of appreciating 
aesthetically works of art--that Homo sapiens can re- 
spond psychophysically an infinite number of times to a 
given work of art and that work of art will always be- 
cause of the spectator's mutability be regarded by that 
spectator as being new and natural which means at the 
same time that any given Homo sapiens who is interested 





